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Abstract

The D2.4 entitled ‘Organization of Scientific Conference’ is linked with Task 2.4 of the WP2:
Dissemination, Communication and Exfoliation activities.

The Conference-type workshop took place during 4-5 November, 2024 with 80 attendees both from
academia/research units and private entities and local stakeholders. All preparatory steps took
place during the second year of the project (M13-M24).

The program was comprised of 34 oral presentations, allocated in seven thematic sessions. In
addition, two round table discussions took place at the end of each Conference day.

Thematic sessions

Priming technologies to combat abiotic stress conditions

Breeding strategies towards resilient berry production

Defining qualitative and phytochemical attributes of berry crops

Production models and cultivation practices

Sustainable solutions towards production of berry crops

Challenges in the soft fruit production sector in different climatic conditions
Innovations in the soft fruit production sector

NoogokrwnN=

Round table discussions

1. Advancing research activities and extension services in berry crops
2. What the companies seek from academia?

The Conference program (Appendix I)and Book of abstracts is available in a downloadable pdf
format in the link: https://www.prime-soft.eu/assets/files/Primesoft_Soft_Fruits_Workshop1.pdf
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1. Priming technologies to combat abiotic stress conditions

George Manganaris
The PRIMESOFT project in a snapshot: Development of innovative priming technologies
safeguarding yield security in soft fruit crops through a cutting-edge technological approach

Vassilis Fotopoulos
Plant and seed priming as green tools for sustainable agriculture on soft fruits under a changing
climate

Bernd Miiller-Rober
The concept of priming: How to trigger stress preparedness in plants

Salma Balazadeh
HOTmemory — How plant develops tolerance to recurring heat stress

2. Breeding strategies towards resilient berry production

Bruno Mezzetti
Pre-breeding strategies for obtaining new resilient and added value berries

Bertus Meijer
Raspberry breeding towards development of elite, resilient and season-directed (year-round)
cultivars

Marco Bertolazzi
Breeder and marketer collaborative innovations in accelerating the berry variety
commercialization

Graham Clarkson
Breeding, propagation, production and supply chain management protocols of Edward Vinson
Ltd. for UK strawberries

Evangelos Tsormpatsidis
Strawberry production in Greece: challenges and opportunities for development through breeding

Felicidad Fernandez Fernandez
Breeding raspberries and blackberries for year-round supply of the northern European market

Funded by The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
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3. Defining qualitative and phytochemical attributes of berry crops

Francisco A. Tomas-Barberan
Strawberry and raspberry are excellent sources of bioactives with impact on human health

Bart Nicolai
Advances in online quality grading of fruit

Maarten Hertog
Volatile organic compounds and aroma profile as an intricate part that defines fruit quality

Carlos Garcia
Metabolomics in agri-food: Analysis of soft fruit-relevant phytochemicals and priming to enhances
their quality

Laura Jaakola
Effect of light and temperature conditions on quality of Vaccinium berries

4. Production models and cultivation practices

David Bryla
Blackberry production trends and adaption to diverse climates in the United States

Wendy Schotsmans
Janssen PMP vision for the future in soft fruits

Jorge Duarte
The blueberry fruit production within a global context: challenges and constrains

David Percival
Empowering wild blueberry plants and mitigating floral diseases with the use of biotic priming
technologies

Robert Veberic
Unveiling the impact of controlled environments on highbush blueberry cultivation

Nicolas Valanides
Exploitation of different mesoclimates towards year-round raspberry production in Cyprus

Zoran Radovanovic
Raspberry cultivation for processing and fresh market in Serbia

Funded by The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
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5. Sustainable solutions towards production of berry crops

Georgia Frakolaki
Life cycle analysis as an intricate part of assessing the environmental and socioeconomic
impact of berry crops’ production models

Ellen Thompson
Breeding for sustainability and global premium market

Jasminka Milivojevié
Microalgae-based products as innovative technological approach to enhance performance of
soilless cultivated highbush blueberries

Sujeeth Neerakkal
Sustainable technologies to enhance crop resilience to the effects of climate change

6. Challenges in the soft fruit production sector in different climatic
conditions

Lisa Wakso DeVetter
Beat the heat — mitigating heat damage in raspberry

Itay Maoz
Exploring the VOC profiles within the local population of new primocane lines toward flavor-
guided breeding

Antonios Petridis
Securing soft fruit production in Denmark

Amparo Monfort
Genomics to achieve disease and pest resistant strawberry cultivars as a priority in breeding
programs.

Funded by The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
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7. Innovations in the soft fruit production sector

Costanza Zavalloni
More berry with less resources: building resilient production systems

Monia Dall’ Ara
Breeding's concepts for a stronger and equilibrate growth of the berry industry

Vera Theelen
Sustainable year-round strawberry cultivation with fresh everbearer plants

Dimitrios Doukas
Specialty plastic films for soft fruits

8. Round table discussions

Day 1, November 4

Title: Advancing research activities and extension services in berry crops
Moderators: Dr. Lisa Wasko DeVetter and Dr. David Bryla

Panelists: David Percival, Ellen Thompson, Jorge Duarte

Overview is available in the Appendix

Day 2, November 5

Title: What the companies seek from academia?

Moderator: Dr. Lisa Wasko DeVetter

Panelists: Wendy Schotsmans, Costanza Zavalloni, Ellen Thompson, Felicidad Fernandez
Fernandez

Topics addressed:

e Define extension and consulting

e success stories where research and extension led to positive impact/change for the
small fruit grower community and highlight tips for success

e Importance of involving economists and considering cost-benefits

e Consideration of life cycle analyses and sustainability metrics

Funded by The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
the European Union programme under Grant Agreement 101079119
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e To what extent the industry, as well as the extensive/consulting services are close
enough with the researchers to create the solutions

e barriers to advancing extension and evidence-based practices and how can they be
overcome

¢ Discussion and research related to climate change can be controversial among the
grower community.

e What advice do you have to help navigate difficult discussions where a grower or grower
community may be opposed to climate change

e How can the research community improve in sharing information with key stakeholders
at local, national, and international levels

e What can industry do to aid in implementing impactful research and outreach

9. EU funding landscape and upcoming opportunities for Agricultural/Food-
related R&l

Speaker: Sonja Bergner

- Horizon Europe offers a broad range of funding opportunities, from support for basic
research to innovation-oriented projects and Go-To-Market activities.

- Horizon Europe can be a truly rewarding but, at the same time, also challenging when it
comes to finding the best fit within the range of calls for proposals.

- A comprehensive overview of EU funding opportunities, covering both top-down and
bottom-up calls, as well as practical guidance for early proposal development were
provided

- The session provides a broader overview on the Horizon Europe Framework, its structure
and, in particular, at the features of collaborative funding opportunities in Pillar I-1ll and the
overarching programme on “Widening participation and strengthening the European
Research Area”.

- Upcoming opportunities to PRIMESOFT partners were presented

Funded by The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
the European Union programme under Grant Agreement 101079119
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10. Communication activities

Website link:
https://www.prime-soft.eu/events.html

Conference program:
https://www.prime-soft.eu/assets/files/Primesoft_Soft_Fruits_Workshop1.pdf

Synopsis of Day 1 (November 4, 2024) video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikX_kA9abME

Synopsis of Day 2 (November 5, 2024) video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AP-LFINUjdQ

11. Appendix

I. Conference program and Book of abstracts
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